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 President’s Message 
 

Spring is right around the corner and soon new blossoms will erupt from the frozen ground.  Spring is a 

time of renewal which awakens a new energy in each of us.   

Soon we will gather in our Districts to celebrate that the arts are alive and well in our schools and with 

our fellow Clubwomen.  Attend your District’s arts festival to view the arts, crafts, photography and writing 

entries.  The top entries will be selected to move on to the State Arts Festival in May.  Take time to thank your 

schools and members for participating and helping GFWC Pennsylvania keep the arts alive. 

The Call to the 118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention has been mailed to every Club President.  It 

is also available at www.gfwcpennsylvania.org. The Eden Resort will serve as our host.  The registration dead-

line for hotel rooms is April 14, 1015.  Look inside for the Call and registration materials.  Under the Bylaws, 

every dues paying member who registers for the full event is a voting delegate.   

We will address a few Bylaws updates as well as renew and amend some Resolutions at the 118th An-

nual Business Meeting/Convention.  Copies of the proposals were mailed with the Call to Club Presidents.  

They can also be found at www.gfwcpennsylvania.org.  Contact Hollie Stevenson, Bylaws and Resolutions 

Chairman, if you have any comments or questions that you would like addressed before we gather in Lancaster 

in May! 

For the first time in our history, GFWC Pennsylvania will participate in TWO community service pro-

jects at the Convention.  Sample size toiletries will be assembled in individual bags during the Friday project.  

These will be donated to victims of domestic violence as they enter a shelter.  Write a personal message of 

hope as part of the bags you help us fill.  While we received a generous donation of money, toothpaste and 

toothbrushes, we are asking you to bring sample size items with you in May. 

Our second service project is called the Pillowcase Project.  We will decorate pillowcases which will 

be used by children and youth agencies.  The pillowcases will be given to the child so they have someplace to 

put their personal belongings instead of a garbage bag!  

Of course, we will need to have some fun when we are together so Friday night we will  Hula Hoop for 

Hope to raise money for St Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  The money raised will be donated during the GFWC 

International Convention in Memphis in June.  For more information about the International event, visit 

www.gfwc.org.  

Thank you for your continued support of our President’s Project Libraries:  The Building Blocks of To-

morrow.  I am hearing great reports from across Pennsylvania about how you Make Libraries Rock! 

 

Save the date for the 2015 Summer Leadership Conference to be held July 17 – 18, 2015. 

 

 

Yours in Federation, 

Vicky Ann Trimmer 
 

 

http://www.gfwcpennsylvania.org
http://www.gfwcpennsylvania.org
http://www.gfwc.org


 

 

We have had a very exciting few months in the North Central District. I am very excited to announce the State College Jr. 

Woman's Club has decided to once again federate with GFWC Pennsylvania. Ladies, Welcome to GFWC Pennsylvania and our 

sisterhood.  

The membership committee of GFWC Warrior Run's Woman's Club is planning a special brunch to be held on Saturday, 

April 11. Club members have each been given several copies of an invitation to deliver to friends, co-workers, or neighbors. Com-

mittee chairmen and officers will talk about the club's many community projects in hopes of recruiting additional members. The 

Warrior Run Woman’s Club will also be the hostess for the North Central District Arts Festival at the Milton Public Library in 

March.  

The GFWC Jr. Woman’s Club of Milton is very excited to announce they have two new members, Miki Swank-Leach & 

Sue Williams. Welcome Ladies to the Milton Jr’s & GFWC Pennsylvania. The club is also excited to announce a new fundraiser. 

It will be held at Little Big Art Studio on March 1, 2-4:30pm. Check out the website for more information http://

www.littlestudiobigart.com/ the cost is $30.  

The GFWC Milton Woman’s Club celebrated its 105th birthday with a luncheon on October 27th. I had the pleasure to 

attend and look at all they have accomplished. Congratulations on a job well done serving the Milton Community.  

The State College Woman’s Club recently provided for children at Park Forest. Each child received two books and three 

pair of underwear and the children at Head Start received books. Thanks to Jean Frank, Nancy Spannuth, Micki Pharo, Barbara 

Hiller and President Roberta Sticht for helping to wrap the packages. The State College Woman’s Club sent a second shipment of 

the year to Operation Smile in late December. The following is a summary of many of the items donated for 2014. They sent two 

shipments of four boxes each. Included in the shipments were a total of 14 blankets and 36 Smile bags and all the supplies needed 

to fill them plus the items needed for seven more bags. In addition, there were an extra 36 washcloths, 21 combs, two bottles of 

shampoo, two sample tubes of toothpaste, two toothbrushes, two coloring books, two crayon eight packs, 13 stuffed animals, 36 

bars of soap, two puzzles, a sheet of stickers, eight bottles each of bubble solution and toy cars and many office supplies such as 

scissors, pencils, Sharpies, pencil sharpeners, etc. Operation Smile had mentioned in a previous “thank you” note that they were in 

need of extra supplies to fill empty bags that other clubs had made so their extra items will be useful.  

The State College Jr. Woman’s Club held their annual Elves’ Gift Shop. A special thanks, also, to Amy and Melissa, our 

Elves’ co-chairs, for putting together another successful event. They made a whopping $6,000 for Housing Transitions. They will 

present the check to them at our banquet in May.  

The North Central District will hold the North Central District Arts Festival at the Milton Public Library on March 14. I 

look forward to seeing you all there. Congratulations to all the clubs in my district for everything you do for your communities. I 

look forward to hearing about all your events in future emails.  

GFWC Pennsylvania North Central District     90 North Mill Road, Milton 17847-7772 

Jo-Ellen Fedder District Director       jofedder@gmail.com; 570-875-7561 

2015 FALL DISTRICT MEETINGS  

Mark your calendar 

September 26   Southwestern District  
October 10       Northeastern District 
October 17      North Central District 
October 22        South Central  District 
October 24      Northwestern District 
October 30        Southeastern District 

GFWC Pennsylvania Southwestern District     460 Wilbur Avenue, Turtle Creek 15145-1328 

Kathie Strait, District Director       kstrait1@hotmail.com; 412-824-0993 
 

I am sure that as you read this your club reports are all done. Hooray! Now, for the last half of the year’s events, pro-

grams, and fundraisers. The Penn Township Woman’s Club is encouraging all members to save their new and used all greeting 

cards. They will be sent to the St. Jude Ranch for Children. The cards are recycled and used to make Green cards and make an 

income for the children who put them together. They aren’t accepting Hallmark, Disney or American greeting cards however. If 

you are interested in this program, contact the club. 

The GFWC Duquesne Woman’s Club is having a brown bag bingo in March. Century Club of Wilkins Twp. is having a 

brown bag auction. Sounds like a lot of brown bags going on this year! December meetings of the Woman’s Club of the City of 

Pgh. And Town and Country Woman’s club were delayed until January. Circle of Presidents Club in Butler is gearing up for their 

annual fundraiser supporting the Maridon Museum. Look for information and please make every effort to support this fabulous 

museum. Also the SW District Arts meeting and show will be held at the River Forest Country Club. This term we will also show 

entries from the Very Special Arts which is acknowledging the children with special needs. The most interesting part of the arts 

this year will be the dime jewelry made and auctioned by chairmen Dot Hoffman and Melissa Somerville. I’m really looking for-

ward to seeing lots of entries this year.  And yes, it is legal to put coins in jewelry. As long as you’re not trying to make  a dime 

into a quarter! Don’t forget to start a book to record your hours for next year.  

2014 Statistical Report 

 Projects 162 

 Hours  4016 

 Dollars $12,088.92 
 

Congratulations clubs!! 

Come to convention and see  

who gets awards!! 



 

 

LEGISLATION/PUBLIC POLICY       208 Valley Circle, West Chester 19380-5116 

Ruth C. Ainis, Chairman        RCARAA@verizon.net; 610-692-8626 

 

Jury duty is a requirement for citizens in the United States older than 18 years.  Jurors are chosen at random by the com-

puter from voting lists.  A few states are using motor vehicle registrations too and one county is experimenting with outsourcing 

this job.  Some citizens refuse to register to vote for they do not wish under any circumstances to be chosen for a jury trial and sit 

in judgment on another.  However, not all cases heard in court are criminal cases where the death penalty could be invoked.  Civil 

cases make up a large percentage of the court time due to accidents and misunderstandings. 

Excuses for not reporting for jury duty are rare.  Not showing up elicits a phone call to your home, the possibility of a 

warrant issued or a personal stop by law enforcement at your home.  Excuses are infrequently granted.  All must serve and that 

includes doctors, teachers, lawyers, housewives and business people.  Those individuals having genuine medical reasons and a 

letter from their doctor, along with elderly dependent on hearing aids are likely to be excused.  Otherwise, you have an obligation 

to serve. 

 You are compensated a set amount for serving and your parking is reimbursed.  The payment in no way compensates you 

for your lost wages.  Many companies, but not all, whose employees serve on a jury will pay that employee their usual wage.  

Trials vary in duration; however, most trials last five days.  Whether or not you are chosen to hear a trial, jurors are ex-

pected to report to the jury room every morning.  Bring a book, knitting, needlework, Ipad or notebook along with you to occupy 

your time.  You will spend all day there.  

Once a verdict is reached and the jury dismissed, usually no further remarks are made by the jurors. Recently jurists serv-

ing on high profile cases have been seen on television reviewing the case, their fellow jurists and the opposition they faced until a 

verdict was consensually reached. 

 When serving on a jury you meet a cross section of interesting people and the diverseness of the group can make delibera-

tions interesting. 

When you receive your jury notice, fill it out, not with trepidation, but an awareness that you are following in the foot-

steps of many others who served. 

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM   581 Frederick Drive, Watsontown 17777-8053  

Cindy Troutman-Myers, Chairman      ctmyers@ptd.net; 570-538-2353 

 

Recycling News: Ziploc bags are recyclable! Clean and dry the bags, then take them to the same recycling bins for plastic shop-

ping bags. The bins are usually found at supermarkets and retail chain stores like Walmart, Weis and Giant, usually located by the 

front door.  For more information go to plasticbagrecycling.org and click the Consumer tab. Click our state and you’ll receive a list 

of places to drop off your plastic bags. Get rewards for recycling the Ziploc bags.  Earn points that can be used for coupons, gift 

cards and more. Information is available at www.recyclebank.com/ziploc, once you register points are entered from the point code 

inside the packaging of Ziploc Bags your pledging to recycle.  These rewards could be used at club events. 

LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE      372 Washington Avenue, Apt. D, Oakmont 15139-1737 

Toni Mangretta, Chairman      campconny13@aol.com; 412-999-6935 

 

The Leadership Train is ready to travel through our state for another year. Had the wheels greased, engine oiled, paint 

touched-up – we had some bumps in the road last year but we are ready for smooth travels in 2015. 

Again I am asking you to jump on “The Vicky Express” for another year of Learning, Leadership, Friendship, as we at-

tend our State Convention in May, GFWC Convention, Mid-Atlantic Conference, your 

District meetings, County meetings, club meetings, the Summer Leadership Conference 

– all part of the Leadership learning experience. 

There is room on the train for our LEADS candidate, new State and Club Offi-

cers, new Club members as well as our seasoned officers and members. So join me as we 

hop off the train for a Leadership workshop at the Summer Leadership Conference on 

June 17th & 18th at the Penn Stater. 

 ALL ABOARD THE VICKY EXPRESS. 

FUNDRAISING        2169 Canterbury Drive, Mechanicsburg 17055-5769 

Karen Hartman – Co-Chairman               kenkaren2@verizon.net; 717-697-4219 

Karen Stauffer – Co-Chairman       01 Reservoir Road, Mechanicsburg 17055 

          karendee44@hotmail.com; 717-697-2546 

  

 Thank you to all members who purchased the fund raising items this past year.  There are still some wine totes available as 

well as shirts and jackets.  Some clubs have used the GFWC Pennsylvania shirts as their official club shirt by embroidering their 

club name on the shirt.  The new items for next year will be available at some District Arts Festivals, the GFWC Pennsylvania Con-

vention in Lancaster and the summer leadership conference. 

http://www.recyclebank.com/ziploc
mailto:kenkaren2@verizon.net


 

 

MEMBERSHIP         605 Lavina Drive, Mechanicsburg 17055-4943 

Eppie Rigney, 3rd Vice President/ Membership Chairman   bprigney2@gmail.com, 717-697-9747 
 

 The Federation garden is continuing to grow.  Several clubs have reported an increase in membership.  We also welcome a 

new club to our "garden", the State College Junior Woman's Club, President Marissa Shamrock.   Make plans now to attend the 

GFWC Pennsylvania Convention in Lancaster to cheer on all the clubs gaining members this past year. 

District Festival of Arts  

NC District  March 14, 2015 Milton Public Library, Milton 

SW District  March 14, 2015 River Forest Co. Club,  Freeport 

SC District  March 21, 2015 Upper Allen Township Building, Mechanicsburg 

SE District  March 21, 2015 Sunnybrook Ballroom, Pottstown 

NW District  March 21, 2015 Women’s Club of Erie Clubhouse, Erie 

NE District  March 28, 2015 Woodlands Inn, Wilkes-Barre  

ARTS COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM                                            7542 Lake Shore Drive Pocono Lake, 18347-9605                                                    

Andrea Hauck Chairman                                                              ahauck03@ptd.net; 570-646-9532 

All Art and Photography will be pre-judged before the convention. Please mail to Andrea Hauck by April 10, 2015. 

 

Reminder:  All First, Second and Third place aprons from each District are welcome to model their apron at the 

State Festival of Arts at the Convention in Lancaster.  Attendees will have a chance to vote for their favorite apron.   

 

Send your club totals of hats and mittens to Carolyn Smith Craft Chairman before May 1st for a special award.   

We are accepting hats and /or mittens  for the “Miracle Network”. Some people only wanted to knit hats and 

not mittens or vice-versa). Please bring them to convention and they will be displayed.  We would like to thank eve-

ryone for participating in this year’s Arts Contest. See you in Lancaster May 15th.  

HOME LIFE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM    306 Huston Street, Clarks Summit 18411-1524 

Linda Young, Chairman        103young@comcast.net; 570.586.5809 

 

Every one of us should know the warning signs of Alzheimer’s Disease: 

1.  Memory loss that disrupts daily life 

2. Challenges in planning or solving problems 

3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks 

4. Confusion with time or place 

5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships 

6. New problems with words in speaking/writing 

7. Misplacing things and losing ability to retrace steps 

8. Decreased or poor judgment 

9. Withdrawal from work or social activities 

 10.  Changes in mood and personality 

If you have even one of these symptoms, PLEASE see a doctor.  For more info call 800-272-3900 or go to www.alz.org/10signs.  

To receive the alz newsletter go to www.alzheimers_enews@alz.org. 

Jennie Award         93 Main Street, Turbotville 17772-8834 

Vicki Keister, Chairman        vckeister@gmail.com; 570-649-5295 

 

Hopefully your club has recognized a club member to nominate for the Jennie Award.  Nominations will be evaluated on commit-

ment to club, community and family. Nominations must be submitted by June 15, 2015 and require a lot of information so now is 

the time to start collecting this information.  Award rules can be found in the 2014-2016 GFWC Club Manual at 

www.GFWC.org. 

Update Your Membership Profile 
To update your membership profile, please contact us at GFWC@GFWC.org  or 1-800-443-GFWC (4392).  

mailto:ahauck03@ptd.net
mailto:103young@comcast.net
http://www.alz.org/10signs
mailto:GFWC@GFWC.org


 

 General Federation of Women’s Clubs Pennsylvania 

Vicky Ann Trimmer, President 

 

Call to the 118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention 

May 15 – 17, 2015 

Eden Resort, 222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 
 

ñReflectionsò 
 
Hotel Reservations: 

 Standard rooms are $149.85 per night plus 11% tax based on 2 persons per room.  

 Reservations may be made by calling (717) 560-8400 or online at www.edenresort.com  

 Use Group ID Code 455700 or General Federation of Women’s Clubs PA.   

 Room reservation deadline:   Tuesday, April 14, 2015. 
 

Convention Registration Information: 

1. Registration POSTMARKED deadline is Tuesday, April 14, 2015.  

2. Registration for the entire Convention is $40.00.  One day registration is $30. 

3. Your club number appears in the State Directory sent to each Club President annually.  

4. Complete Registration Form (included in this newsletter) with check payable to:  

2015 GFWC PA Convention and mail to: 

  

 Edith Rathbun, Convention Registration Chairman 

 GFWC Pennsylvania 

 4076 Market Street, Suite 211 

 Camp Hill, PA 17011 

  

Registration Desk Schedule: 
Thursday, May 14 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Friday, May 15 8:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.; 4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Saturday, May 16 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

  

What Should I Wear? 

 Thursday Dinner:   Casual – please no shorts or denim 

 Business Meetings:  Business casual; GFWC PA Shirt w/dark pants 

 Friday Banquet:   Business/Dressy 

 Saturday Banquet:  Dressy 

 Sunday Breakfast:   Casual 

 

What Should I Bring? 

Travel size toiletry items for Friday’s Special Service Project 

Proposed Bylaws - included in the Convention call and at gfwcpennsylvania.org 

Proposed Resolutions - included in the Convention call and at gfwcpennsylvania.org 

 

   



 

 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs Pennsylvania 

Vicky Ann Trimmer, President 

 

118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention 

 May 15 – 17, 2015  
 

ñReflectionsò 
 

Meal Information – Advanced Reservations Required! 
Coffee, tea and water served with all meals 

. 
Thursday, May 14, 2015 
 

 6:30 p.m. The Greenfield Restaurant, 595 Greenfield Road, Lancaster, PA 

   Entrée Choices:  Crab Cakes ($34), Filet Mignon ($39), European Chicken Breast ($30),                              

   Salmon Filet ($34), Vegetable Pasta (no mushrooms) ($27) 

   Dessert Choices:  Cheesecake ($8.50), Pecan Pie ($7.50) or Crème Brule ($10) 

  

 9:00 p.m. Open House w/light refreshments – President’s Suite 

 

Friday, May 15, 2015 
 

 12:30 p.m. Honoring Our Veterans Luncheon $20   

    Chilled Fruit Cup, Chicken Salad Croissant w/Tortellini Salad and Chocolate Mousse   

    Vegetarian Option ï Tuna Salad Croissant 

 

 6:30 p.m. State President’s Project Banquet $37 

 Caesar Salad, Tomato Bisque, Roast Turkey w/Sage Dressing, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes, 

 Rolls and Chocolate Cake w/Peanut Butter Icing or Sliced Fresh Fruit 

 Vegetarian Option ï Pasta Prima Marinara w/Vegetables (no mushrooms) 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 

 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with the Arts $18 

 Quiche Lorraine w/ Breakfast Potatoes and Fruit Garnish, Breakfast Pastries, Orange Juice  

 Vegetarian Option ï Broccoli Cheddar Quiche 

  

 12:30 p.m. International Outreach Luncheon $27 

 Chef’s Soup of the Day, Sliced Ham, Turkey Breast, Lebanon Bologna, Sliced Swiss and American 

 Cheese w/Assorted Deli Breads, Potato Salad, Fresh Fruit Salad, Cole Slaw and Assorted Cakes 

 and Pies. 

 

 6:30 p.m. Anniversary Banquet $44 

 Pineapple Cointreau w/a Cherry, Mixed Green Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu w/Roasted Yukon Gold 

 Potatoes, Honey Glazed Carrots, Rolls, Ice Cream w/Gaufrette Cookie and Cake 

            Vegetarian Option ï Stuff Green Pepper w/Marinara Sauce 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2015  

 

 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Breakfast Buffet $23 

    Chilled Juice, Sliced Fresh Fruit, Breakfast Potatoes, Breakfast Pastries, Cereal, Fluffy Scrambled 

    Eggs, French Toast w/Raspberry Sauce, Crisp Bacon, Sausage  



 

 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs Pennsylvania 

Vicky Ann Trimmer, President 

 

118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention 

May 15 – 17, 2015 
 

ñReflectionsò 
 

Tentative Agenda (subject to change) 

Thursday, May 14, 2015  
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Registration Open   

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. The Greenfield Restaurant – Informal Dinner Gathering 

9:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Welcome Open House – President’s Suite   

 

Friday, May 15, 2015  
7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. Executive Committee Meeting 

8:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Registration Open 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Board of Directors Meeting 

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Opening of 118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention 

 Opening Ceremonies  
 Recognition of First Time Attendees  

 Presentation of Standing Rules 

 Presentation of Convention Program 
 Keynote Speaker:  Bernadette A. Lear, Penn State Harrisburg Library  ñPA Public Libraries - The Beginningsò   

 Presentation of Bylaws  

 Presentation of Resolutions 
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Luncheon – “Honoring Our Veterans” (red/white/blue attire) 

 Speaker:  ñProject Healing Watersò 

 Presentation of Awards 
2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Business Meeting 

 Presentation of Bylaws 

 Presentation of Resolutions 
 Presentation of Awards 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Special Service Project (on-site) 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration Open 

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Meeting of GFWC PA Past Presidents & Past Directors of Junior Clubs  

 Meeting of GFWC PA Past District Directors Club 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Social Time (cash bar)  

6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Banquet – “State President’s Project – Libraries:  The Building Blocks of Tomorrow”   

 Presentation of Awards 
 Entertainment:  “Sherlock Holmes and the Mystery of the Speckled Band” 

10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Special Fundraiser for St. Jude’s Hospital “Hula Hoop For Hope” 

  

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
7:00 a.m. – 7:50 a.m. Arts Set-up 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Vendors Set-up 
8:00 a.m. –  9:00 a.m. Registration Open  

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Vendors Open for Business 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. State Festival of the Arts 
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Breakfast with the Arts 

 State Festival of the Arts Awards 

9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Business Meeting 
 Presentation of Bylaws 

 Presentation of Resolutions 

 Reports of GFWC Pennsylvania Officers 
 Reports of District Directors  

 Presentation of Awards  

12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Luncheon –  “International Outreach”  
 Speaker:  Mary Grace Henry ñReverse The Courseò 

 Presentation of Awards  

2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Business Meeting  
 Memorial for Clubwomen 

 Invitations 

 Presentation of Awards 
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Special Service Project (on-site)  

6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Social Time “Honoring GFWC Pennsylvania Past Presidents” (cash bar)  

6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Banquet – “Celebrating  Our Heritage”   
 Speaker: Mary Ellen Brock, GFWC First Vice President 

 Presentation of Awards 

 Recognition of GFWC PA Woman of The Year Award Recipient  
10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Informal District Gatherings 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2015  
  8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Breakfast Buffet:  Enjoy casual time with fellow clubwomen friends, pictures, etc. 



 

 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs Pennsylvania 

Vicky Ann Trimmer, President 

 

REGISTRATION FORM - 118th Annual Business Meeting/Convention 
Registration must be postmarked by Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

 

Return this form with your check payable to: 2015 GFWC PA Convention and mail to:  

   

 Edith Rathbun, Convention Registration Chairman 

 GFWC Pennsylvania 

 4076 Market Street, Suite 211 

 Camp Hill, PA 17011-4200 

 

Pre-Registration is required for all Convention Attendees.  You may duplicate this form as needed.  

 

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY 

 

Name _________________________________________________________   Position ______________________________  

          (Name as you wish it to appear on your name badge.)      (Club, County, District, State) 

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Club _____________________________________________________________ Club number_________________________  

 

Phone number ____________________________ District ___________________County_____________________________ 

 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Check if a First Time Convention Attendee ______ 

 

Registration:  $40.00 ______   Full – GFWC PA Clubwoman - includes voting privileges  

   $40.00 ______ Full – Guest (not a GFWC PA Clubwoman) 

   $30.00 ______ Single Day – No voting privileges 

Food Functions: 

Thursday Dinner  ______ Everyone pays their own – You must pre-order your meal and dessert: 

      ___ Crab Cakes ($34)    ___ Filet Mignon ($39)    ___European Chicken Breast ($30) 

                  ___ Salmon Filet ($34)   ___Vegetarian Pasta ($27) 

      ___ Cheesecake ($8.50)    ___ Pecan Pie ($7.50)    ___Crème Brule ($10) 

 

Friday Luncheon:    $20.00 ______ Vegetarian _____ 

Friday Banquet:    $37.00 ______ Vegetarian _____ 

Saturday Breakfast:    $18.00 ______   Vegetarian _____ 

Saturday Luncheon:    $27.00 ______  

Saturday Banquet:    $44.00 ______ Vegetarian _____ 

Sunday Breakfast:    $23.00    ______   

Total Food:  $169.00 ______    
 

Total Registration and Food: $ __________ 
 

Explain if you have any special dietary needs:  (The Eden Resort does not add MSG to any items,) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Communications and Publications Policy 
Photographs: By registering for and attending the 2015 GFWC PA Business Meeting/Convention you consent to having your photo-

graph taken and used by GFWC Pennsylvania and/or its agents for any commercial and noncommercial purpose and expressly waive 

any right to compensation for such use. 

 

_____________________  ________________________________________________________________________  

Date      Signature 



 

 
EDUCATION COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM   61 Koehler Hill Road, Scott Township 18447-7653 

Sue O’Day, Chairman       Q918@comcast.net 

The Education Department is continuing to emphasize the importance of literacy in our community, our school and our 

lives.  Everywhere you look you see words – on signs, on buses, in books. Adults who can’t read risk becoming isolated from 

society. Illiteracy affects their ability to find jobs and stay current with today’s topics. 

The development of learning to read and love books should start at an early age. Getting your preschooler to find a love 

to read is a critical part of their long-term reading success. Early exposure to books, typically through being read to by a parent 

or grandparent gives a child a sense of security and warmth. This gives children a positive feeling from reading which can grow 

into a desire to read books for themselves when they are older. 

Here are some helpful suggestions to get a child to become readers for life: 

- Visit your community library – Get to know your librarian; they will have ways to encourage and direct you to 

proper reading choices. 

- Attach books to loved routines such as cuddle time, bedtime or story time at the library. 

- Be adaptive and attentive to your young readers’ needs – make sure to choose books wisely 

  so that they will hold the reader’s attention span. 

- Let children read to you – even if they can’t read yet, let them tell the story. 

- Encourage their desire to collect and keep books of their own. 

- As always set a good example – Parents who read will have children that read. 

 

Once again, I emphasize READ, READ, READ!!!  

PUBLIC ISSUES COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM    615 Valley View Road, Dallas, PA 18612 

Heide Marie Cebrick, Partnership/Program Chairman    heide@baut.com; 570-675-4881    

  

 With Spring comes new growth, and here are some areas to cultivate your interests.  If your club has noticed how diffi-

cult it is to find volunteers or wondered “Why don’t young people join civic organizations?” you are not alone.  GFWC and the 

Kettering Foundation have launched Bridging and Bonding, a national program to discuss this critical issue. Why not host one or 

more conversations in your community. The ideal size for a group is about 12-18 participants. You can invite club members, 

family, friends, or members of other organizations.  Participants in these conversations report that they are both enjoyable and 

productive.  Everything you need to host a successful program is available free of charge on the Program Partners page at 

www.GFWC.org.  
 Our children’s safety is a concern to all mothers no matter the age of our child.  Each age presents its own set of situa-

tions.  Over 9,000 young children get injured in driveways every year while being unattended near the car and every 3 weeks a 

child dies from a television tipping over.  Other children will be participating in sports, while some will be preparing for their 

driver’s license.  Some simple precautions can really make a difference.  The Safe Kids website has safety tips for children bro-

ken down in categories by age, risks and activities.  Check out https://www.safekids.org/safetytips to find information that is age 

appropriate for the children and /or grandchildren of your members.  Young children would also enjoy and benefit from a visit to 

their school from the local Fire and Police Dept. to share safety tips.  This is also a great way to show respect and support for our 

first responders.  We could also learn from them ourselves by getting tips for disaster preparedness.  Does everyone in your club 

know what to do in a disaster?  Do they have a disaster plan and supplies ready if needed?  Be prepared because disasters don’t 

always come with early warnings. 

 Simple tasks like dressing oneself can be very difficult for a wounded Veteran.  Sew Much Comfort and GFWC members 

can make a very  important difference in the lives of our wounded heroes.  Adaptive clothing is provided at no cost to the Vet-

eran.  Clothing donations of woven or knit boxer shorts, sizes L,XL, XXL, and heavy weight T-shirts in solid colors or sports 

teams logos in sizes M,L, XL are always needed.  For more information or to assist sewing, go to http://

www.sewmuchcomfort.org/. 

 Another Veteran’s organization that needs our help is Veterans Assisted Living Out Reach.  The VALOR Clinic Founda-

tion provides assistance accessing benefits, and shelter to Veterans with limited or no access to care and shelter.   Many Veterans 

are homeless and have no idea how to access health care and benefits they earned through their service and VALOR is reaching 

out to this segment of the Veteran population.  This organization was founded in 2008 in Monroe County, PA and would appre-

ciate our help.   

 To learn more, visit  http://www.valorclinic.org. Contact me at heide@baut.com for a list of items they could use. 

125 Milestones and Intriguing Facts About GFWC  - As the General Federation of Women’s Clubs celebrates 125 years 

of Living the Volunteer Spirit, it’s important to reflect on the accomplishments that have made GFWC an organization of global 

change. These names, places, facts, and figures are a testament to the incredible work of GFWC clubwomen in responding to the 

needs of the local, national, and international community. The lessons learned and experienced gained through this action give 

credence to the value of organized volunteer service. Taken as a whole, they weave a story of international volunteerism and 

members dedicated to strengthening their communities and enhancing the lives of others. Together, they are the story of GFWC. 

The facts are available on the website at gfwc.org. 

https://mail.franklinpierce.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cD4dWNjkuEmzAZ7586z8SR9_CQyqz9AIuCilmb55Jdwvj9_aRhgN7qCksObjfpjSAiBDKXFsgPQ.&URL=file%3a%2f%2f%2fC%3a%5cDocuments%2520and%2520Settings%5capatel%5cLocal%2520Settings%5cTemporary%2520Internet%2520Files%5cContent.
https://www.safekids.org/safetytips
http://www.sewmuchcomfort.org/
http://www.sewmuchcomfort.org/
http://www.valorclinic.org
mailto:heide@baut.com


 

 

 Marian Fresch, GFWCPA Presque 

Isle Woman's Club, passed away November 

7, 2014. Marian was a member joining in 

1955, only months after the formation of 

PIWC. She was a devoted Federation mem-

ber. She held many offices in her club and 

many at the state level, including NW Dis-

trict Director. She missed only one or two 

state conventions in all her years as a mem-

ber. She was our leader, mentor and guide 

to all things Federation. The members 

mourn the loss of a good friend. Rest in 

Peace Marian. 

Habitat for Humanity Update 
 Each month, Red Land Area Women's Club 

Members serve lunch 

to workers of Habitat 

for Humanity of the 

Greater Harrisburg 

area. This is a very 

successful effort and 

the workers are de-

lighted to be served 

their favorite barbe-

que sandwiches, 

chips, fruit, and drinks.  This is a very worthwhile en-

deavor.  

 On Thursday, November 13, 2014, Sheila Parker, 

Becky Collins, Marianna Wood, and President, Judy 

Crocenzi attended the dedication of a house built by 

Habitat in the Harrisburg area. Thaikia Reid and her 

family were given an American Flag and holder from 

the club to fly proudly.   

 Thanks to one and all for making this a success-

ful outreach. For more information about Habitat for 

Humanity of the Greater Harrisburg area, visit http://

harrisburghabitat.org/. 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM    17173 Draco Road, New Park 17352-9397 

Lauren Kays, Chairman        bogar.lauren@gmail.com; 717-422-4062 

 

Getting Started and Asking for Community Support - 

 Your Club may have already brainstormed and chosen a specific need to address with a Community Improvement Program.  

Maybe your Club is only now developing its Community Improvement Program, and that’s okay!  2015 is a new year, and now is 

the time to come up with a Community Improvement Program.  Your Club is the key to securing community support for its pro-

gram.  What will be your Club’s first steps towards implementing its Community Improvement Program?  How and where will 

your Club engage community support and financing?  Are there any other companies, non-profits or government entities in your 

Community that may be a good partner for your Club as your Club puts its Community Improvement Program into action?  Fi-

nally, how will your Club get the word out about its program in the media?  Please answer all of these questions in your Commu-

nity Improvement Program “notebook”, where your Club should document every step of its Community Improvement Program.   

This will make reporting a lot easier when it’s time to submit your Club’s Community Improvement Program report in March 

2016.  Please contact me with any questions.   

GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECT: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention  103 Braethorn Drive, Butler 16001  

Cathy Bronder, Chairman         cmbronder@zoominternet.net724-283-1227 
 

 April is recognized nationally as Child Abuse Prevention Month. On average, more than five children die each day as a 

result of child abuse or neglect in the United States. There are over 6.2 million reports made of child abuse and neglect each year.  

There are four types of abuse:  

Physical abuse is the use of physical force, hitting, kicking, shaking or other shows of force. 

Sexual abuse involves engaging a child in sexual acts, includes fondling, penetration and exposing a child to other sexual acts. 

Emotional abuse refers to behaviors that harm a child’s self-worth or emotional well-being. 

Neglect is the failure to meet a child’s basic physi-

cal and emotional needs. These include hous-

ing, food, etc.  

There are several opportunities for your club to promote 

and participate in April: display pinwheels for Preven-

tion, Wear Blue Ribbon Pins, have a Wear Blue Day on 

Friday April 10th.  For more info go to familynur-

ture.com/content 2014-child-abuse-prevention-monthg-

awarenessd-activities 
  

 (Peace Begins at Home)  

Save The Date – Don’t Miss OUT! 
 

2015 SUMMER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

JULY 17-18, 2015 
 

The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center, State College 

 

√ 2014-2016 State President’s Project:  Cool new project 

ideas! 

√ Community Service Programs:  Share your ideas for Club 

projects! 

√ Great speakers 

√ GFWC Awards:  did your Club earn an award at the Na-

tional Convention?  President Vicky Ann Trimmer will 

have it for you! 

√ Penn State Ice Cream! 

Watch for details and registration information in your Convention 

Packet, Club President’s Packet and future issues of The Club-

woman. 

http://harrisburghabitat.org/
http://harrisburghabitat.org/


 

 
CLUB NEWS 

At the January General Meeting, the State College Woman’s Club  presented a check 

for Schlow Centre Region Library to Anita Dietz. Anita is the Children's Services 

Librarian at the Schlow. She accepted the check for $2,000 that will be used to pur-

chase IPads, covers and apps for use in the children's department. Our club has sup-

ported libraries and literacy for well over 100 years and continues to do so. In addi-

tion, the GFWC Pennsylvania's President's Project is Libraries: The Building Blocks 

of Tomorrow - "Make Libraries Rock" and our monetary donation to Schlow supports 

this idea.  

L - R. Naomi McNulty, co-president of the State College Woman's club, Anita Ditz children's librarian form Schlow library and 

Nancy San Julian, chairman of the library project. 

The FWC of Hershey can boast six new members 

for 2014. Two of our more productive programs 

were the collection of funds to purchase 16 

wreaths for the “Wreaths Across America” project 

and having a former White House chef present a 

program on his years serving three presidents. By 

opening the luncheon up to the public we were 

able to profit $1600 for our scholarship fund. Once 

again the club collected children's books for the 

Hershey Food Bank as well as paper products. In 

February the club will cook and serve over 400 

pork and sauerkraut dinners to the community with 

profits to scholarships. Ongoing is the sale of used 

books to support Operation Smile. The club was 

saddened by the passing of members Cathy Chubb 

who was a charter member, Judy Koncir and Mar-

tha Garver. 

A  group of GFWC West-Side mem-

bers making a donation on a recent 

tour of a local library, supporting 

the GFWC PA Presidents  Project, 

Libraries: The Building Blocks of 

Tomorrow.  

GFWC-PA Women's Civic Club 

of Schwenksville Christmas lunch-

eon. Guests from Montgomery 

County were Pat  

Cummings, President, and Glenda 

Ellis, SE District State President's  

project chairman. In the background 

is Club President Jean Whitko. 

Warrior Run Woman’s Club held their November 

meeting at their local volunteer fire company. The 

group heard from three of the company’s members 

and learned about necessary training, the cost of fire 

engines, equipment, and turnout gear; and the number 

of accident, medical, and fire emergencies that the 

company responds to each year. A tour of the modern 

firehouse and explanation of all the trucks and ambu-

lances impressed club members. The club has always 

supported the fire company which in return provides 

coverage for the club’s annual Bike Hike. 

The Warrior Run Woman’s Club held their second “high tea” 

in November and got rave reviews from the 90 people who 

attended (including one brave man!) for their food and décor. 

In addition to two types of tea, the menu included three kinds 

of scones, a choice of soups, green salad, five kinds of sand-

wiches and savories, and an array of delectable desserts. At-

tendees were even given baggies to take home the items they 

couldn’t eat. Each guest received a small favor and there were 

also several door prizes. A 50/50 raffle as well as raffles 

helped to boost profits to over $1800. All the food was made 

by club members who also served the food along with two 

members of the local Honor Society. Last year’s event netted 

$2,000 which was donated to Geisinger Hospital for women’s 

cancer research in memory of club member Terri Bieber who 

died from ovarian cancer.  Proceeds this year will be used to 

support the club’s many other community projects. 

Directory change 

Presque Isle Woman’s Club   

(525-3001) 

Club President - Sharon Wiesner 

2818 Wellington Rd. 

Erie, PA   16506-2438 

 No email; 814-833-7677 

Cookies with Mrs. 

Claus was a huge 

success for kids 

of all ages with  

crafts, face painting, 

letters to Santa,  a  

puppet show, games,  

cookies and time to 

share their Christmas wish list with Mrs. Claus. 

The event was sponsored by the Upper Allen 

Woman’s Club GFWC. Mrs. Claus is a member of 

the club. 
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GENERAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS PENNSYLVANIA 

State Headquarters, 4076 Market Street, Suite 211, Camp Hill, PA 17011-4200 

State President’s Project 

Libraries: The Building Blocks of Tomorrow 
 

“Make Libraries Rock” 
 

 The GFWC Pennsylvania Book Plate Design Contest: The judges of the contest were very impressed with the 

creativity of each entry. Every design illustrated the library in a variety of unique ideas. The judges and the chairman 

thank you for your participation. The winner of the Book Plate Design Contest is Marcia Wilson, Honorary Past 

President and member of the GFWC Women’s Community Club of Littlestown. Congratulations Marcia! 

 The bookplates are in the process of being printed. They will be mailed to Club Presidents in early March for use 

when the Club is donating books to a library. As each book is donated to the Public and/or School Library in your com-

munity, please use the GFWC Pennsylvania Book Plate to memorialize your donation.  

 Additional book plates will be available for purchase. A form to order additional bookplates from Headquarters 

will be included when they are distributed. They will also be available at the 2015 Annual Business Meeting/

Convention and at the 2015 Summer Leadership Conference. The cost to purchase additional bookplates has not yet 

been determined, but it will be based on the actual production cost to GFWC Pennsylvania. Bookplates which are 

mailed form Headquarters will have a shipping charge added. All orders must be pre-paid.  

 

           REMINDER:   REPORT FORM DUE MARCH 15, 2015 

 

 Which “Make Libraries Rock” Contests did your club achieve? Have your club’s 

efforts been encouraged and been productive in fulfilling  some of the needs of the 

Community Public and School Libraries? Please carefully read and complete the Con-

t e s t  R e p o r t  F o r m  w i t h  y o u r  c l u b ’ s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  

 

All Report Forms must be postmarked no later than March 15, 2015 and mailed to 

Marian Wellington, Chairman, 711 Elgin Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073-3202. 


